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6 Haunted Hotels

Ghosts seem to like places like hotels and B&Bs, this could be due to a number of reasons, but it is good news for those wishing to experience the "touch of the unknown".  If you enjoy ghostly sightings or the feel of icy breath on your neck, here are six of the more famous haunted places, sure to give you a tingle.
1. The Hotel Roosevelt - During the golden years of cinema in the US, this California hotel was home to many of the rich and famous. Marilyn Monroe has often been spotted in the ballroom, and if you go into room 229 (Marilyn's favourite room) you just might get a glimpse of her in the mirror. Actress Carole Lombard, who died tragically, has also been seen there, as well as actors Montgomery Clift and Errol Flynn.
2. The Stanley Hotel - Located in Colorado, this hotel was the inspiration for "The Shining", as Stephen King experienced a bizarre dream (which became the foundation of the book) while staying there. The hotel was built by Fred Stanley (of Stanley Steamer fame) in 1909 and he and his wife have been frequently spotted walking about and even playing the piano. This eerie location was featured on the television programme "Most Haunted" in 2008, and has been the subject of many psychic investigations.
3. Lizzie Borden Bed & Breakfast - If you ever come to Massachusetts, you should check out this B&B. This is the very place where Lizzy Borden is believed to have killed both her mother and father with an axe. You can stand at the scene of the crime and feel the incredible passion and emotion that must have occurred. And if you are lucky, you may experience much more than that.
4. Hotel Burchianti - Many ghosts have appeared in this centuries old establishment in France. Don't be surprised if you hear a laughing girl running through the halls, and you might sometimes feel you are not alone. This is a very common experience.
5. Ballygally Castle - This 17th Century Northern Ireland castle turned hotel has a most unusual history. Many say that Lord Shaw was so upset when Lady Shaw gave birth to a daughter (instead of a son) he imprisoned her in her room and she died attempting escape. In fact, the very room is now called the Ghost Room. Many have claimed to see the woman, still mournfully searching the castle for the daughter she never knew.
6. Toftaholm Herrgård - Once the home of a land baron's house in Sweden, and the source of tragic forbidden love. The baron's daughter was in love with a young peasant man, but the baron forced her to marry someone wealthy. As a result, the young man hanged himself in the house (where Room 324 now is) on the day his lover got married. He is still sadly roaming the house, making strange noises and closing windows.
Do ghosts really exist? You can say "no" if you like, but you have to admit, there are too many sightings and unworldly experiences to pass these phenomena off as "seeing things" or simply misrepresenting the truth!
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