Ghosts, light humour and serious beliefs, item 11
The eighth vessel to bear this name, the aircraft carrier USS Hornet was commissioned in 1943 under the command of Captain Miles R. Browning. Its service began in the Pacific theatre, where it was stationed throughout World War II, supporting most of the amphibious landings after March 1944 and striking the first hit in the sinking of the battleship Yamato.  Hornet

But that was not the end of her service, she would go on to safely retrieve the astronauts from both Apollo 11 and Apollo 12 splashdowns before being decommissioned and retired in 1970. The USS Hornet is currently moored and serving as a navel museum ship in the port of Alameda, California. 
During its long and decorated service, the ship has been the sight of numerous deaths with over 300 people losing their lives in combat, accidents and suicide. (During the Hornet’s time in service, it had the highest suicide rate in the US Navy.) 
Many of the servicemen and women who lost their lives on the Hornet continue to perform their duties to this day. 
Hatches open and close in unoccupied areas of the ship, people can be heard talking on the deserted deck. Former crew members, museum volunteers and visitors have all reported seeing an officer in his dress white uniform walking down the corridor in front of them – only for him to disappear right before their eyes. 
Contractors completing work on the ship have reported incidents of tools disappearing from the work location, only to be found in an unoccupied area of the ship, toilets which flush by themselves and cold spots which move. 
Some of the most disturbing accounts come from those who have participated in the museum’s “Overnight Experience” which allows visitors to sleep in sailor’s bunks, eat breakfast and supper in the ship’s commissary and tour the ship with a docent. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Visitors have reported having hatches open and close on their own, being pushed by unseen hands, and transparent sailors moving through walls as if under orders.
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